December 14, 2018:

"The Venezuelan Amazon: It's Rocks and It's Indigenous People"
by
Dr. Donald Goddard
Liverpool Petroleum, Inc.
Abstract
Venezuela, located at the northernmost part of South America, covers approximately one million
km2 (386,000 sq. miles). The northern half of the country consists mostly of Cretaceous and
Tertiary rocks and large petroleum producing basins. The southern half, south of the Orinoco
River, is a Precambrian Shield that occupies the Venezuelan Amazon and Guyana region and
well known for its bauxite, iron, gold and diamond mining. The Shield consists of an
igneous/metamorphic basement of mostly granitic rocks overlain by a thick layer (5000 feet) of
quartz arenite belonging to the Roraima Formation. Scattered throughout the region are erosional
remnants of the Roraima that form spectacular high, flat plateaus called “tepuis” and separated
from one another by tropical jungle and river valleys. These topographic features are important
for their amazing fauna and flora unique only to these localities. Indigenous people inhabit the
lower tropical jungle located between the “tepuis”. They belong primarily to the Pemon,
Yecuana and Yanomami tribes, each with their own language and customs. Their vast
knowledge of the rich flora and fauna within their natural habitat has been extremely
enlightening to the few scientists fortunate enough to have been able to work among them.
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